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thursday november 3 • arrival / jerusalem

Scrolls of Fire

Welcome to Israel! Upon our arrival into Israel, we will meet our guide and depart
the airport for Jerusalem. En route, we will stop at the Scrolls of Fire, designed
by Nathan Rappaport, and located in the single largest memorial to the
Holocaust in the world, the Martyrs Forest. Andy Michelson, KKL
Representative, will provide us with an understanding of how this sculpture tells
the story of the rebirth of the nation from the Holocaust up to the Six Day War.
Continue to Jerusalem and check into the hotel. This evening, we will enjoy a
welcome dinner at a local restaurant in Jerusalem. During the meal, we will hear
from a special guest speaker (TBD).
Overnight, Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

Inbal Hotel

friday november 4 • jerusalem

9/11 Living Memorial

Following breakfast, we will head to the 9/11 Living Memorial, built in memory of
the victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks. Designed by award winning
Israeli artist Eliezer Weishoff, the memorial depicts the World Trade Center and
Pentagon through sculpture and landscape architecture and is the only place
outside of New York that recognizes the names of the people who were killed on
9/11 as well as their countries of origin.

Yellin House

We will then continue to the nearby Yellin House in Motza, the first agricultural
settlement outside the walls of the Old City in 1860. During a tour, see the Khan
that was built on top of the remains of an old Roman village and a Crusader
fortress and that now serves as an active synagogue. Learn how Motza played
an important role in the renewal of the Jewish Yishuv in Israel. It was recognized
by Theodore Herzl, who planted a tree there. Later, a major leader of the Zionist
movement recognized it to be the first place in the new era for Jews to settle and
cultivate the land of Israel.

Ammunition Hill

This afternoon, we will visit Ammunition Hill, site of the famous and fierce battle
of the Six-Day War. A representative will lead us through the battleground and
bunkers on a tour that follows the footsteps of the soldiers who fought here.
Afterward, Colonel (res.) Shimon “Katcha” Cahaner, former IDF Colonel who
fought in the Six Day War, will take us to see the new “Seam-Line” multimedia
show about the Six-Day War and reunification of Jerusalem. The tour will
conclude at JNF’s Wall of Honor, honoring Jewish veterans from around the
world.
Afterward, we’ll enjoy lunch at the lively Machane Yehuda Market, where fresh
fruits, produce and other items are sold.
Later this afternoon, we will return to our hotel to prepare for Shabbat. This
evening we may choose to go to the Kotel for Kabbalat Shabbat or attend
Shabbat services at a local synagogue. This evening, we will enjoy Shabbat
dinner at the hotel with a special guest speaker (TBD).

Machane Yehuda Market

Overnight, Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

saturday november 5 • jerusalem
Today will be at leisure in honor of Shabbat. Optional Shabbat services will be
offered at the hotel.

Jerusalem - Old City

There will also be an optional walking tour of the Old City of Jerusalem offered
as well. The tour will enter the Old City through the Jaffa Gate and head directly
to the Western Wall, the last remaining retaining wall that enclosed the Temple
Mount in the Second Temple Period. It will also explore the Southern Wall
Excavations, the location of the original steps that lead to the Temple Mount and
the remnants of ancient houses. Afterwards, the tour continues with a walk down
the Cardo, the main street in Jerusalem 2000 years ago.
Following Havdallah services at the hotel this evening, we will enjoy dinner at a
local restaurant before a night at leisure, providing us with an opportunity to enjoy
Jerusalem’s nightlife at our own pace.

Cardo

Overnight, Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

sunday november 6 • gush etzion / negev
Gush Etzion

Following breakfast and checking out of the hotel, we will continue to Gush
Etzion. En route, we will stop in Neve Daniel, to meet with Mayor Shaul
Goldstein, who has been living in Neve Daniel for the past 20 years. After
providing us with an overview of the area, he will tell the story of his father, who
fought in Neve Daniel during the War of Independence.
We’ll continue to the nearby Gush Etzion Winery for a tour and a special wine
tasting with select award-winning wines from their vineyards.

Vineyard

Next, we will head to the Kfar Etzion museum, commemorating the fall of Gush
Etzion prior to the establishment of the State of Israel. Here, we will meet with
Oriya Dassberg, Director of the Gush Etzion Tourism Authority for a
presentation before we have the unique opportunity to meet Yossi Ron, the only
child who became an orphan in 1948. From his unique perspective, he’ll discuss
his experience in Gush Etzion 62 years ago and the importance of preserving
this part of our legacy.
From here, we will proceed to Sderot, a town plagued by frequent rocket attacks
that hold life at a standstill for its many residents. After a city tour, we’ll visit the
new Sderot Reservoir.

Sderot Reservoir

We’ll continue to the JNF Indoor Recreation Center, the largest indoor
playground in Israel. This fortified facility provides Sderot’s youth with a safe,
secure place to have fun and simply be children. During the visit, we will meet
with several Sderot residents to understand how the indoor playground has
enriched their daily lives.

Sderot Indoor Recreation Center

Aleh Negev Rehabilitative Village

Following lunch at the Indoor Recreation Center, we will drive through Givot
Bar, a new community developed by JNF and their partners, the OR Movement.
Recognizing that Israel's constantly growing population in the north is running out
of space, JNF and the OR movement are committed to developing the Negev
and building the infrastructure for many new communities such as Givot Bar,
while preserving its natural beauty at the same time.
We will continue to Aleh Negev Rehabilitative Village, a state-of-the-art
residential rehabilitation center for children and adults with mental and physical
disabilities. Located next to the city of Ofakim, Aleh Negev provides vocational
training, occupational therapy and medical facilities and brings hundreds of jobs
to an area with high unemployment.
During a tour of the center, we will see where JNF is landscaping Aleh Negev’s
grounds, preparing infrastructure for new therapy buildings and housing, and
raising funds to support vital enhancements including a hydrotherapy pool.

Halutza community

Later this afternoon, we will drive to the Halutza Sands where several
communities have been established for the Gush Katif evacuees. We will meet
with a Halutza resident, who will explain how JNF has helped him, as well as
many others, rebuild their lives. During a tour of the community, we will see
Halutza’s organic vegetable farms and greenhouses that are flourishing
despite its desert surroundings.
We will proceed to Be’er Sheva, the capital of the Negev, and check into our
hotel. This evening, we will enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. Joining us for
dinner will be Rivka Carmi, President of Ben Gurion University. She will discuss
the new Advanced Technologies Park that is located adjacent to the university’s
main campus, and explain how the park will enhance the economic growth of
Be’er Sheva and the Negev region, bring technology companies to locate their
operations in Be’er Sheva and attract new residents to the region.

Halutza greenhouse

Overnight, Leonardo Hotel, Be’er Sheva

monday november 7 • negev / tel aviv

Be’er Sheva River

After breakfast, we will see the progress of the Be’er Sheva River Park Project,
the centerpiece of JNF’s efforts to provide a renaissance for the entire city and
bring 250,000 new residents to the city. During a tour of the site, Itai Freeman,
Director of the Be’er Sheva River Park will update us on recent developments of
the project and discuss new updates for future projects such as an
amphitheater, the 200-acre Lake Park and the Pipes Bridge.
We will continue to the Nevatim Air Force Base. Several IDF airmen will take us
on a tour of the base and then give a demonstration of their unique skills. During
lunch, they will share their experiences in the Air Force and answer any
questions we may have (pending confirmation).

R & D Station

Following lunch, we will continue to the Ramat HaNegev Research &
Development Center to learn about JNF’s innovative agricultural research and
development. During our visit, we will learn how agricultural experts are working
with farmers to find solutions to the challenges of desert agriculture.
Later this afternoon, we will stop in Sde Boker for its stunning views and to visit
the final resting place of Ben Gurion, Israel’s first Prime Minister and visionary
for developing the Negev.
Following sunset, we will begin the drive toward Tel Aviv, Israel’s most
cosmopolitan city. After checking into the hotel, we will enjoy the remainder of the
night at the lively Tel Aviv Port, lined with trendy restaurants, cafes and various
nightlife venues.

Ben Gurion’s Grave

Overnight, Sheraton Hotel, Tel Aviv

tuesday november 8 • northern israel / en route

Atlit Illegal Immigration Camp

After breakfast, we will drive north along the western coast. We will visit Atlit
Illegal Immigration Camp. Converted into a detention camp by the British
Mandate, Atlit imprisoned thousands of Jewish immigrants upon arriving into
Israel. During a tour of the camp, experience the trauma of the immigrants who
were subjected to imprisonment so soon after their release from Nazi
extermination camps.
We will then continue driving north to the Carmel Forest to witness the
destruction from the recent forest fires. We will meet with an Israeli Fire fighter,
who will share his experiences fighting the fires. A KKL Representative will
discuss the efforts to rehabilitate the area and surrounding forests. Pending
confirmation, we’ll have the opportunity to plant a tree and contribute to JNF’s
ongoing afforestation efforts in Israel.

Planting a tree

Following lunch, we will begin to make our way back to Tel Aviv. En route, we
will visit Better Place, an electronic vehicle demonstration center that previews
Israel’s plans for a nationwide network for charging electronic vehicles. After a
presentation, we will have the opportunity to test-drive an electric car at the
center’s driving course (participants who wish to drive the cars must bring a valid
drivers license).
Later this afternoon, we will return to the hotel in Tel Aviv to pack, shower and
freshen up before our farewell dinner this evening. Following dinner, we will
transfer to the airport for our return flight home.

The inside of an Electric Car at
Better Place

Overnight, En Route

.

