Itinerary is Subject to Change.

•
Welcome to Israel! Upon individual arrivals, meet your transfer and proceed to the
luxurious Isrotel Dead Sea Hotel in Ein Bokek.
Our journey begins this evening with a welcome dinner at the Dead Sea Restaurant
Isrotel Dead Sea Hotel

with a special guest speaker.
Overnight, Isrotel Dead Sea Hotel, Ein Bokek

•
Following a delicious Israeli breakfast at the hotel, begin the day at Masada, a majestic
mountain fortress overlooking the Dead Sea that holds unparalleled historical,
archeological, and symbolic significance.
Masada

Get an earlier start to walk along the uphill snake path or take a cable car to the top of
Masada for a hands-on learning experience with an expert educator from Alexander
Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI). Marvel over the ancient camps, fortifications, and
ramps that constitute the most concentrated set of existing monuments from the
Roman siege including Herod’s palace, where the Zealots made their last stand against
the Romans in 31 BCE. Learn about the intricate history of the Roman rule era and its
impact on the ancient Jewish Kingdom and the subsequent Diaspora.

Yerucham

Continue to Yerucham, a small but growing municipality in the northeastern Negev.
Upon arrival, enjoy lunch and home hospitality with the “Culinary Queens of
Yerucham”, a social business project where Yerucham women residents invite groups
into their homes for an unforgettable experience of flavors, smells, and stories.
On a tour through Yerucham, visit the new park, a JNF urban renewal project that now
provides a recreational space for water sports, boating, and fishing. See the manmade
lake that doubles as a tourist attraction and a source of water irrigation. Meet with
Yerucham Mayor Michael Biton and local young leaders to hear an overview on the

Culinary Queens of Yerucham

history, progress, and future needs of the city as well as JNF’s role in its development.
Later this afternoon, proceed to Ben Gurion’s hut at Sde Boker, where Israel’s first
Prime Minister lived after retiring from the political arena until his death in 1973. See
how this well-preserved heritage site has expanded to include an interactive museum
that provides a behind-the-scenes look into the life and vision of David Ben-Gurion.
This evening, enjoy an outdoor Rhodesian-style BBQ dinner under the night sky.

Ben Gurion’s hut
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Overnight, Isrotel Dead Sea Hotel, Ein Bokek

•
Following breakfast and hotel check-out, proceed to Be’er Sheva, the capital of the
Negev. Visit the Be’er Sheva River Park, the centerpiece of JNF’s efforts to provide a
renaissance for the city by transforming the riverfront into a 1,700-acre civic paradise
with an extensive promenade, recreation areas, a 12,000 seat amphitheater, and a 23Be’er Sheva River Park

acre manmade lake.
Continue to Halutza, a community founded by a group of pioneers forced to evacuate
their homes during Israel's disengagement from Gaza in 2005. Upon arrival, join with
the Spirit of Israel and Young Leadership tracks for a catered lunch and hear local
residents share their personal stories of starting new lives in Halutza. Afterward, meet
various vendors and small business owners from the surrounding area who will showcase
their unique products. End your visit with a powerful dedication ceremony of the new

Halutza

Halutza Medical Center.
Proceed to the rehabilitative village of Aleh Negev-Nahalat Eran for a one-of-a-kind
event celebrating the official opening and dedication of the new amphitheater. Enjoy a
live performance by a famous Israeli singer, dine on delicious food, and hear from
special guest speakers.
Later this evening, arrive in Jerusalem and check into your hotel.

Aleh Negev

Overnight, Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem
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•
Following breakfast, depart the hotel for the JNF 9/11 Memorial, the only site outside
of the United States that recognizes the names of the 9/11 terrorist attack victims.
Participate in a powerful ceremony with all mission tracks to pay tribute to those who
lost their lives.
9/11 Memorial

Continue to Neot Kedumim, Israel’s national Biblical Landscape Reserve, and plant a
tree with your own hands at the Harvey Hertz-JNF Ceremonial Tree Planting Center.
Afterward, enjoy a catered lunch in a private hall with Chef Zissie, widely known in
Israel for her seasonal foods and gourmet recipes. Joining us will be Doreet Freedman,
VP of Partnerships & Development at Nefesh B’Nefesh (NBN), as well as NBN Lone
Soldiers and other olim, who will share their personal stories of moving to Israel to
start new lives or serve their country in the Israel Defense Forces.
Neot Kedumim

The remainder of the day will be spent celebrating Yom Yerushalayim, or Jerusalem
Day, which commemorates the liberation of Jerusalem that occurred in the Six-Day War
50 years ago. All mission tracks will join at Ammunition Hill, site of the pivotal battle in
1967 that reunified the city, for an exclusive Commemoration Ceremony. Hear from
various dignitaries, opinion leaders, and other special guests.
This evening, enjoy a memorable dinner with all mission participants at Mercaz
Shimshon, a beautifully designed complex situated in the heart of Jerusalem that
Commemoration Ceremony at
Ammunition Hill

offers breathtaking views of the Old City walls.
Overnight, Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem
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•
Following breakfast and check-out, start the day on a walking tour through the Old
City. Visit the historic Jewish and Christian Quarters; take time for prayer and silent
contemplation at the Kotel; and explore Ir David, the Biblical City of ancient Jerusalem
and home to some of the world’s most significant archeological finds that reveal the
Old City of Jerusalem

3,000 year-long Jewish presence.
This afternoon, enjoy lunch at a local restaurant with special guest Zeev Ben-Shachar,
Director of Israel Education at Jerusalem U.
Afterward, enjoy free time exploring the First Station, a former run-down train station
that has transformed into a booming complex of cafés, restaurants, and vendors selling

First Station

handmade crafts and jewelry.
End the day on a guided tour through the Israel Museum, a leading art and
archeological museum. See the original Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest biblical
manuscripts in the world; the Holy Land Model, a miniature replica of Jerusalem as it
was during the Second Temple Period; and the beautiful sculpture garden.
This evening, enjoy a special farewell dinner at the restored Yellin House, built in 1890

Israel Museum

as the first house in the area that served as a symbol of the beginning of agricultural
settlement in Israel. Joining us will be Noa Gefen, Executive Vice-Chairman of the
Society for Preservation of Israel Heritage Sites (SPIHS), who will discuss how JNF and
SPIHS are working together to restore and preserve important historical sites
throughout the country.
Afterward, transfers will be offered to Ben Gurion Airport for return flights to the U.S.

Yellin House
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and to Tel Aviv if participating in the optional weekend extension.

•
Arrive in Tel Aviv, Israel’s most modern and cosmopolitan city, and check into the
Alexander Hotel. Enjoy the remainder of the evening at leisure.
Tel Aviv

Overnight, Alexander Hotel, Tel Aviv

•
Following breakfast, begin the day at the Ben-Gurion House, where David Ben-Gurion
resided before later settling in the Negev. The museum provides visitors with a deeper
understanding of the constitutive and historical events that led to the establishment of
Ben-Gurion House

the State of Israel as well as an insider’s view into the daily life of David Ben-Gurion.
Follow in the footsteps of Israel’s path to freedom at Independence Hall, where Israel
was officially declared a state by David Ben-Gurion on May 14, 1948. Learn about the
fight for Israeli independence and hear a complete reenactment of the powerful speech
delivered on this historic day.
Following lunch, embark on a unique Urban Culture Walking Tour through the Florentin
neighborhood with Guy Sharett, who will decipher the hidden meanings and messages

Florentin graffiti art

conveyed via various street signs, graffiti art displays, and other artistic expressions;
all of which contain subtle insights into contemporary Israeli culture.
Return to the hotel with time to relax and freshen up before marking the beginning of
Shabbat with the spirited ritual of Kabbalat Shabbat. Afterward, join together with all
mission tracks for a special Shabbat Dinner at the Carlton Hotel and hear from a
former IDF Lone Soldier, who will share his powerful story of moving to Israel in 1967 to
fight for his country in the Six-Day War.

Shabbat Shalom!

Overnight, Alexander Hotel, Tel Aviv
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•
Today will be at leisure in honor of Shabbat. Shabbat services will be offered at the
hotel for those who wish to attend. Consider spending the day at the hotel pool, laying
out on the scenic beach, or joining one of the following optional day tours:
Bethlehem

OPTION I*: Tour through the sacred cities of Bethlehem and Jericho and learn about
their fascinating historical and biblical backgrounds. Begin in Jericho, the oldest city in
the world. See the Zacchaeus' Sycamore Fig Tree, which the wealthy tax-collector
named Zacchaeus climbed in order to see Jesus pass through the town. Visit the Mount
of Temptation, where it is said that Jesus was tempted by the devil. Afterward,
proceed to Bethlehem, home to the site of Jesus’s birth; the Church of Nativity; and
Shepherds’ field, where the birth of Jesus was announced.

Neve Tzedek

OPTION II: Partake in a walking tour of Neve Tzedek with our tour guide, Izzy, to see
the first neighborhood of Tel Aviv’s “new” city built in 1887. See how this formerly
neglected area has transformed into a desirable residential and tourist destination with
beautiful old houses restored to grandeur and various trendy restaurants, art galleries,
and designer shops.

Tel Aviv Museum of Art

OPTION III: Visit the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Israel’s leading museum of modern &
contemporary art and home to the world’s largest Israeli art collection.
Rejoin the group for dinner this evening at a restaurant on the Tel Aviv Port, now one
of the trendiest nightlife hotspots in the city.
Overnight, Alexander Hotel, Tel Aviv

Tel Aviv Port
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(*Additional cost - not included in mission price.)

•
Following breakfast and check-out, visit the Palmachim Air Force Base with all mission
tracks. See JNF’s Special in Uniform, a unique initiative that integrates special needs
youth into the IDF and assists in preparing them for career placement following army
service. Meet with soldiers and hear about how this program not only instills valuable
Special in Uniform

social and personal development skills, but helps graduates contribute to the workforce
and Israeli society in meaningful ways after strengthening the security of Israel.
Continue to Ayalon Institute, an ammunition factory established by the Haganah
military organization in 1945. Learn how it operated as the largest bullet factory at the
time, producing 2.25 million bullets from 1946–1948, completely in secret. Afterward,
enjoy a catered lunch on site.

Ayalon Institute

Later this afternoon, proceed to Old Jaffa, one of the world’s oldest port cities dating
back nearly 4,000 years ago. Upon arrival, visit the i24 News Headquarters, Israel’s
leading news network. Tour the facility with a lead reporter and hear how the station
battles against the negative propaganda broadcasted about Israel. Afterward, enjoy
free time to wander and shop in Old Jaffa.
Our journey concludes with a special farewell dinner on the private outdoor patio at
Otzarin Restaurant, known for its authentic French-Israeli cuisine. Afterward, transfer

Old Jaffa

to Ben-Gurion Airport for return flights back to the U.S.
Overnight, En Route
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