JNF BLUEPRINT NEGEV:
C A M P A I G N

U P D A T E

In the few years since its launch, great strides have been made in JNF’s Blueprint Negev
campaign, an initiative to develop the Negev Desert in a sustainable manner
and make it home to the next generation of Israel’s residents.
In Be’er Sheva:

More than $30 million has already been invested in a city that dates
back to the time of Abraham. For years Be’er Sheva was an economically depressed and
forgotten city. Enough of a difference has been made to date that private developers have
taken notice and begun to invest their own money. New apartment buildings have risen, with
terraces facing the riverbed that in the past would have looked away. A slew of single family
homes have sprung up, and more are planned.

Be’er Sheva River Park

Attracted by the River Walk, the biggest mall in Israel and the first “green” one in the country is
being built by The Lahav Group, a private enterprise, and will contribute to the city’s communal
life and all segments of the population. The old Turkish city is undergoing a renaissance, with
gaslights flanking the refurbished cobblestone streets and new restaurants, galleries and stores
opening. This year, the municipality of Be’er Sheva is investing millions of dollars to renovate the
Old City streets and support weekly cultural events and activities. And the Israeli government
just announced nearly $40 million to the River Park over the next seven years.
Serious headway has been made on the 1,700-acre Be’er Sheva River Park, a central park
and waterfront district that is already transforming the city. JNF funds have:

Negev Nights Chanukah Concert

Pipes Bridge, Be’er Sheva

Schepps Recognition Plaza Dedication

• Built and opened 7 out of 15 kilometers of the beautiful promenade;
• Reinforced the riverbanks to hold back the flood waters that rush through five days a year;
• Removed tons of garbage from the riverbed which had been used as a dump;
• Begun to renovate the historical site of Beit Eshel, an original Be’er Sheva outpost, which
will bring to life and educate tourists about the War of Independence;
• Completed a recycled water system for park irrigation;
• Built Bell Park, the first central park in the city, with JNF Canada;
• Developed educational programs with three area schools through our partner Society for
the Protection of Nature in Israel;
• Developed a $4 million plan for the renovation and promotion of Abraham’s Well funded
by the estate of May Mann;
• Funded a feasibility study on bringing water to the river year-round;
• Planned the Pipes Bridge, which will disguise the water pipes used to funnel water into the
city, create a scenic recreational spot, and connect the park to the Old City.
• Planned the 20-acre lake and 10,000-seat amphitheatre;
• Constructed the Lew Schepps Recognition Plaza that welcomes people into the park and
recognizes Blueprint Negev donors;
• Started work on the Sam Delug Negev Information and Visitor’s Center in the Old City that
will be the source for anyone looking to spend time in the Negev – tourists, schools,
residents, and people looking for information about housing and employment;
• Hosted a Negev Nights Chanukah concert at the Be’er Sheva River Park for tens of
thousands of young Israelis together with Hugey Sayarut, the Green Horizons Youth
Leadership group.
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New communities are planned across the Negev as suburbs to existing communities
to house some of Israel’s new generation of pioneers; six have already been established and
are flourishing: Zuqim, Sansana, Be’er Milka, Giv’ot Bar, Haruv, and Merchav Am.

Be’er Milka Pioneers

Merchav Am

Giv’ot Bar Nursery

Sansana

Shomriya Olive Trees

• In the secular community of Giv’ot Bar, right outside of Be’er Sheva, 45 permanent homes
are now occupied and 27 families live in temporary housing for a total of 72 homes. A day
care center (founded by the Palm Springs Federation and JNF’s Greater New York Zone),
entranceway, kindergarten, synagogue, community center, and playground have all been
built under Phase 1. Next to be constructed is the 12-acre Wingate Park, and plans call for
400 more housing sites – 200 currently under construction – to be phased in by 2011 (over
400 families are on the waiting list). The average age of adults in Giv’ot Bar is 35, there are
80 children in the community, and the average house costs $200,000. The town that was
only a dream in 2004 is expected to grow to 500 families by 2011.
• Sansana, a smaller, observant community close to Be’er Sheva, is home to 65 families with
250 children; plans are to grow to 300 families. A promenade, amphitheatre, and library
have been built, a synagogue is planned, and ground has been broken on the Ben Dor
central park. Future plans include a day care center and kindergarten.
• Haruv will be a multi-denominational community and is expected to have 250 families.
Today, 30 families are living in temporary housing in nearby Sheqef. Construction on the
entranceway and 75 housing sites will begin soon.
• Forty families live in temporary housing in the observant community of Merchav Am located
45 minutes south of Be’er Sheva; most work in the field of education. Infrastructure is underway
for 55 homes. A synagogue has been built by the Klein family and a community center is under
construction. The community has plans to grow to 500 families with a total of 4,000 people.
• South of Gaza, on the border with Egypt, and therefore of tremendous strategic
importance, lies Be’er Milka, an agricultural community. Currently 25 families live in
temporary housing while permanent sites are being prepared; plans are to grow to 100.
Phase 1 of the central park has been completed and is already wildly popular with the
children who feel very much at home.
• Land has been allocated for Carmit, the largest of the new communities just outside of Be’er
Sheva, with plans to grow to 2,600 families, 25% of whom will be North American olim. The
goal is to move the first 750 families in by 2011. Plans have been drawn up for the The
Robert and Shirley Levitt Synagogue, an entranceway, community center, educational
complex and parks and playgrounds. This community will grow to more than 10,000 people.
• Several kibbutzim and moshavim, which were established decades ago but have long
stopped flourishing, are realizing a resurgence. JNF is building a $500,000 community
entranceway at Kibbutz Tlalim, established in 1981, which will help the kibbutz grow from its
current 40 families to more than 100. JNF is also making it more attractive and easier for
people to move by offering housing loans through the JNF Boston Philanthropic Venture
Capital Fund.
• Three communities – Shomriya in the northeast and Naveh and B’nei Netzarim in the
northwest – populated by residents of communities forced to evacuate from Gush Katif,
are bringing their pioneering spirit, agricultural expertise, and determination to the Negev.
The Sapphire Society supported the Kibbutz Shomriya Rental Housing Sites, providing
the opportunity for families from throughout Israel to rent housing for a year to explore a
new life in the Negev. In all three communities JNF laid infrastructure, built hothouses,
and is building central parks, preparing housing sites, and planning for schools,
synagogues and much more.
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Zuqim Guest House

• Deep in the Arava, between the Dead Sea and Eilat, is the community of Zuqim, funded
by JNF’s Sapphire Society. One hundred fifty-three housing sites are planned in three
stages. Currently Zuqim has 68 families—some already in beautiful, permanent homes,
others still in temporary housing. In Phase 2, infrastructure was completed for the first 50
homes, enlargement of the Zuqim reservoir took place, the Frances Lee Kaufman
playground and roundabout, and the Jerry Morgan basketball court were all built. Zuqim’s
blueprint includes areas designated for business enterprises, which are assigned to
members of the community who wish to develop business projects. A five-star restaurant
and spa is being built by a visionary young man who is determined to make this a tourist
destination as well as a beautiful place to live.
• A synagogue, built by the Ruderman family, is near completion at the Bahad 1 Army Base,
an officers training base near Mitzpe Ramon.

Existing communities

Child outdoors at Aleh Negev

The central park built by JNF in Ofakim has given the residents of this all but forgotten town
a sense of pride and a place to relax and enjoy quality of life. We are now building a lake that
will enhance the town’s lifestyle even more and serve as a much-needed reservoir.
JNF is continuing its work at Aleh Negev, a 25-acre, state-of-the-art, communal rehabilitative
village in Ofakim that will be home to 250 adults with mental and physical disabilities and will
serve 12,000 children and young adults each year on an outpatient basis. Aleh Negev will also
bring hundreds of jobs to an area with high unemployment. JNF is landscaping the grounds
of Aleh Negev, preparing infrastructure for new therapy buildings and housing, and raising
funds to support vital enhancements including a hydrotherapy pool. The goal is to raise $10
million in the next 3-5 years to support this unique facility.

Yerucham Youth House

Arad Children Recycling

Summer Internships

JNF completed a $10 million water recycling center in Yerucham and we are now building the
Beit Tzvi youth house for all local youth groups to use. A wetlands research project in Dimona
as well as a major investment of funds into the town’s beautiful, new Ben Gurion central park
will do much to raise the quality of life there. In Arad, we are collaborating with the Ruderman
family to help rebrand the city as a “recycling city” with a full scale recycling program. Tailored
to the needs of the city’s individual communities, the program involves the public in every
aspect of planning, since a community-based process is considered more sustainable in the
long run.
Summer internships, a standard rite of passage for college or graduate school students in
the U.S., have been tremendously successful in Israel. We are working with Ben Gurion
University (BGU) to match students to summer jobs, not in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, but in the
Negev near Be’er Sheva and BGU. The three-month program, which begins mid-July, has
been matching about 60 students and employers each season. The cost per student is
$3,000. It is proving so successful that 50% of the interns continue working throughout the
year and end up staying in the Negev – thus achieving the ultimate goal.
Bedouins: We continue to have conversations with the Bedouin and work with their
committees – in particular, the Abu Basma Regional Council – to determine which projects
would best enhance their quality of life. Those projects include building a $25 million medical
center and firehouse as well as cleaning up the Grar River and creating a promenade in Rahat,
the largest Bedouin community in the Negev.
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We are also working on a groundbreaking initiative next to the Bedouin community of Hura,
called Project Attir. This project seeks to develop and demonstrate a model sustainable,
self-sufficient community based on enterprise that is sensitive to Bedouin culture and
traditions. The project combines Bedouin aspirations, values, experiences, and interest in
agriculture with cutting-edge approaches to energy production, waste and water treatment,
employment, and land use.
Kibbutz Grofit

As part of the JNF Therapeutic Riding Consortium for Israel, we fund the therapeutic riding
center at Kibbutz Grofit in the Arava. There, children and adults with disabilities have made
tremendous progress using horseback riding therapy that dates back thousands of years.

Tourism in the Negev helps provide employment opportunities and economic development.

David Ben Gurion’s hut at Sde Boker

Arava Valley Bike Path

Arava Institute

JNF has partnered with Kibbutz Yahel to develop a $3.5 million eco-tourism park, courtesy of
the Freeman family, aimed at boosting the existing tourist industry, attracting new residents,
and providing opportunities for employment. It will be a tranquil, green retreat just off the Arava
Highway, a perfect stop for travelers driving to and from Eilat and the Sinai Desert. The park will
also have walking paths, a lookout tower, a ropes course, playground facilities, gardens, a
farmer’s market, a restaurant and a coffee bar. A $2.5 million paved bike path as well as a $1
million off-road bike path is also being constructed from Yahel to Eilat.
David Ben Gurion’s hut at Sde Boker has been renovated and the surrounding park near the
Gadna training base has been built and funded by the Wolf-Silver families of Texas. This site
is now a major stop on many itineraries. Phase 3 was just completed through the generosity
of the Chudnow family at Timna National Park, once King Solomon’s copper mines, and we
are planning a bike path and building a new $2 million Visitors Center to greet the more than
130,000 visitors a year who go to Timna. A $10 million, 3,000-seat amphitheatre is being
considered which will really set the stage for the enthralling story of Timna’s history.
Our support of environmental work in the Arava continues. Construction was completed on a
new dormitory at the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies at Kibbutz Ketura, the Middle
East’s premier center for environmental education and research that unites students of different
religions and nationalities. In the works is a dorm for 32 additional students, a $1 million project
adopted by the Denver community. Additionally, JNF-KKL has a 25% share in a $30 million solar
energy project in the Arava, and is funding an environmental research park where testing will
take place, as well as a Master’s program at the Institute in alternative energy.
At Kibbutz Lotan, a constructed wetland that will be used to treat and recycle wastewater
is nearing completion. Work also continues on Lotan’s environmental education center,
making this a must-see bird-watching site in the Arava.
We are near completion of a $1 million R&D Center in Hatzeva.

Wetlands garden at Kibbutz Lotan

JNF has always relished Israel's rich heritage. The restoration of historic sites in the Negev
include the Woman of Valor Center in Nitzanim and Beit Eshel in Be’er Sheva.
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Security Bypass Road

On the border with Gaza, three security bypass roads were constructed to protect
the area’s residents as they travel to work and school. And in record time – 10 short months –
JNF built a $5 million, 21,000-square-foot secure indoor recreation center in Sderot, the
biggest Blue Box in Israel, so the children and families of that community, beleaguered by
missile attacks, have a safe place to congregate and play. Each day close to 500 children enjoy
the facilities, which include a play area for tots, climbing wall, video arcade, movie theatre,
disco, soccer field and food court. And this year, Sderot is enjoying its first local summer camp
in ten years, with 400 children participating at the indoor center.
JNF continues to fund water management projects in the Negev, including the Ein
Gedi, David and Sderot reservoir systems. These projects help local communities, and provide
water for agriculture at moshavim and kibbutzim. JNF’s network of more than 200 reservoirs
across Israel has increased Israel’s water supply by 10% and provides water to 1.5 million Israelis
every day. In addition, the $100 million JNF Parsons Water Fund is exploring new water
sources, and promoting conservation and education activities. Make note that if ever there will
be peace in the Middle East, water will need to be shared and Israel is the hub. JNF can
remove an irritant from the peace process, a tremendous geopolitical plus.

Sderot Indoor Recreation Center

With the support of congregations throughout the U.S., JNF built the 7.5-acre Ramon Park
at Ramon Air Force Base to improve the quality of life for the residents of the base, one of
Israel’s most important military installations, strategically located to provide protection for
the country’s southern region.

Yerucham Water Treatment

Now, JNF is developing a sustainable way of maintaining the park while treating the base’s
wastewater: constructed wetlands. An environmentally sound method for purifying waste
water, constructed wetlands duplicate the physical, chemical, and biological processes that
occur in the unique ecosystem of natural wetlands – where water, plants, animals,
microorganisms, sun, soil, and air interact to remove contaminants from wastewater.
Working with a company called Water Fund Investments, JNF will fund the construction of
wetlands to purify the base’s wastewater. Wetlands are considerably cheaper and easier to
construct, operate and maintain.
Once the wetlands are completed, nature will be left to work its magic on the base’s
wastewater, which will then be used to keep the park green for years to come.

Ramon Park at Ramon Air Force Base

Donors around the country have helped JNF purchase 45 compact fire trucks
through Friends of Israel Firefighters. Six of these smaller, more easily deployed fire trucks
went to communities in the Negev, including Be’er Sheva, Dimona, Yerucham, Sapir Center,
the Arava Region and the Gaza border area.

“It is in the Negev that the creativity and pioneer vigor of Israel shall be tested,” said Israel’s
first prime minister, David Ben Gurion. Blueprint Negev is not a test; it is a testament to the
creativity and pioneering vigor of the Jewish people.

Compact Fire Truck

This is just a sampling of what we have accomplished thus far. We need you to continue to
make this vision a reality.

BLUEPRINT NEGEV: CAMPAIGN UPDATE

As seen in

Yediot Ahronot, July 16, 2009

JnF’s vision that the beautiful 1700-acre Be’er Sheva river Park will transform the region, was
given confirmation in this piece, written after the israeli government’s announcement that it will
give niS 150 million (nearly $40 million) to the development of the park over the next seven years.

Paradise in the Negev
“No this is not a park in Switzerland, but a park in Be’er Sheva,” writes the author yaron Sasson. The plans include
a 20-acre artificial lake for boating, sports center, trails for biking and walking, rest areas, desert botanic garden
trees, promenades, and that’s not all. It will also have a 12,000-seat amphitheatre – the largest in Israel – for shows,
concerts, etc. A renovation of the historic site of Beit Eshel is also taking place. The vision for development of the
Negev that includes moving hundreds of thousands of people, was described by Minister of the Negev and Galilee
Silvan Shalom, who touched on building new communities, offering incentives to young couples and immigrants,
improved transportation, and making Be’er Sheva a student-centered town. “I believe we can make a real change,
a real difference,” he said. “Even if it takes time, we can make it happen.”

President Shimon Peres Visits JNF River Park
In August 2009, Israel’s President Shimon Peres visited Be’er Sheva as Mayor Rubik Danilovich’s guest for the day.
Peres went to the River Park because it is “one of the most interesting attractions” in Be’er Sheva.

Peres with the Be’er Sheva city manager
Ms. Avishag Avtuvi and Mayor Danilovich,
and KKL/JNF River Park development team

Viewing the River Park plan

For information on Blueprint Negev,
call 1-888-JNF-0099, or visit www.jnf.org

Peres with the Gendell family of Chicago
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